
biography

BARBAR A L .  PORT WOOD 
SHAREHOLDER 

barbara .por t wood@leonard.com

Barbara Portwood has practiced in the area of redevelopment and municipal 

finance since 1981. Barbara has acted as bond counsel for a broad range of 

municipal financings, from general obligation bonds for public buildings 

such as city halls and libraries, to tax-increment bonds and structured 

revenue bonds. She has been involved in the development of real estate 

both as bond counsel and in connection with the negotiation and drafting 

of redevelopment agreements. She has been involved in the financing or 

refinancing of many multifamily housing projects and both commercial 

and industrial facilities. She has also represented a number of suballocators 

of low income housing tax credits as well as developers of affordable 

housing using low income housing tax credits. Barbara is a frequent 

lecturer on financing topics at National Association of Local Housing 

Finance Agencies conferences. 

Professional and civic Activities

•	 Member, American Bar Association

•	 Member, Minnesota State Bar Association

•	 Member, Hennepin County Bar Association

•	 Member, National Association of Bond Lawyers 

EDUCATION

J.D., cum laude, University of Wisconsin Law School, 1979

B.A., Urban Planning, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, 1976 

ADMISSIONS

•	 State of Minnesota, 1981
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