
Energy has come to dominate the news,
and behind every energy-related transac-
tion is a lawyer practicing in the white-

hot area of energy law.
Among the local powerbrokers in the field is

Brian M. Meloy.
With less than a decade of experience under

his belt, the Leonard, Street and Deinard share-
holder has already built a name for himself in
this growing niche as an attorney with a broad
— and in many instances groundbreaking —
national practice.

Meloy commutes regularly between Min-
neapolis and Washington, D.C., where he
spends much of his time representing some of
the country’s largest utilities before the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission.

According to Meloy, not many lawyers are
involved in the relatively obscure practice area
of FERC representation. “There is a pretty stan-
dard cast of characters that you run into,” he
says. “It’s a small bar. ... It’s a unique practice
because it’s not strictly law. The Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission is a policy commission.”

The biggest hurdle for a new attorney who
wants to become involved in energy law is get-
ting down the lingo. “I struggle explaining
exactly what we do [to people not versed in the
language] because you can only presume so
much knowledge of things that aren’t typically
thought of in the legal context. But if you are
interested in economics, policy and engineer-
ing, it’s a pretty good field to be in.”

Meloy has earned a national reputation help-
ing to develop energy supply and transmission
markets throughout the country. He also repre-
sents clients before the Minnesota Public Utili-
ties Commission in rate-making proceedings.

When Meloy is not advising how to navigate
the new energy market rules, he is often helping
clients develop or acquire energy plants, partic-
ularly wind energy plants in Minnesota, North
Dakota, South Dakota and other areas around
the country. He is also a frequent speaker at
national industry conferences.

Meloy didn’t always envision being an energy
lawyer. In law school he was leaning toward envi-
ronmental law. However, once he began practic-
ing, “it turned out that the little bit of environmen-
tal law I was doing was associated with energy
projects,” he says. “I enjoyed it and kept going.”

Meloy acknowledges that he often sees eyes
glaze over when he tells people that he is an
energy lawyer. “It is an interesting and dynamic
area, but it is also esoteric,” he says, adding that
even his wife has to “feign interest.”

When he is not practicing energy law, Meloy is
committed to providing pro bono services at his
firm’s legal clinic. In 2005, he was selected as
the clinic’s volunteer of the year. Much of
Meloy’s pro bono work has involved represent-
ing disabled individuals who are appealing
denials of Social Security benefits.

“For me, it’s a natural extension of the practice
that I have,” he says. “I routinely appear before
administrative law judges in my practice.”

Meloy says the firm has been “very support-
ive” of his desire to perform pro bono work,
and he likes having such a direct impact on peo-
ple’s lives. But that does not mean he is ready to
give up his energy law practice.

“I am still learning on the job,” he says. “And
I hope after 20 years I will still be learning on
the job.”
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